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tinguished at his death. When the new king came to the
throne the new public fire was rekindled by the friction of two
sticks, regarded as male and female respectively, which were
appropriately manipulated by a youth and a maiden. After
performing this solemn function they were compelled to
complete the analogy with the fire-sticks by cohabiting with
each other in public, after which they were buried alive.1
In India the Birhors, a primitive tribe of Chota Nagpur,
still produce fire by the old method of the fire-drill, the sticks
of which they recognize as male and female respectively.
Their mode of kindling the fire is as follows. " The orthodox
method of making fire is with two pieces of split bamboo,
about two feet long. These fire-sticks are called gulgus,
one of which has a slight notch cut into it towards the middle
of its length and is called the enga or the female stick. The
enga stick is placed on the ground with the notch looking
upwards and one end pressed under the operator's left foot
and the far end placed in a slightly inclined position over a
stone to keep it steady. The other stick which is called the
sanre or male stick is inserted perpendicularly into the notch
on the enga stick and rapidly twirled round and round between
the hands until the charred dust produced by this process of
drilling takes fire. The Birhor does not keep fire continually
burning, but produces it with thegulgu whenever required." 2
1 Die Loango Expedition, iii. 2, pp.         2 S.   C.   Roy,   The  Birhors.,   pp.
170 J?.